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as he conceives it, is a perfectly disinterested reason
dealing with the affairs of the community. And it
has coercive power; "As nature gives every man an
"absolute power over all his limbs, the. social pact
"gives the body an absolute power over all its
"members, and it is the same power which when
"directed by the general will bears the name of
"sovereignty1."

A Rousseau commits himself to the opinion
*"" "that the general will is always right and
"always tends to the public advantage2"; but it is
not clear whether he is referring to ideal conditions
or to actual life. He probably means little more
than the old maxim that "the king can do no
"wrong"; and that in following the general will,
every possible effort is made to escape the known
causes of corruption in private interest, and that
there is no principle to which appeal can be made
to criticise the general will or to guard it from
error. According to Kant's principle there is no
external criticism to which we can appeal. The
good will is the very ideal of the good. But it need
not be supposed that the general will of the people
is ever absolutely good; it is subject to human limi-
tations; it is relative to the circumstances and con-
ditions of the people; there is no absolute good but
God.

(A)   Rousseau, by recognising on the one hand
the great difficulty of obtaining the undoubted de~
1 Social Contract, p. 125.           2 Ibid. p. 123.